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not only to his department and its officials, but also to the
Empire, in a measure to which any successor would find
it difficult to attain. I always treated his arbitrary deal-
ings with the indulgence inspired by my respect for his
eminent ability, even when they interfered with my juris-
diction as Chancellor and as the representative who had to
give the Prussian votes at the council, or when he spoiled
the financial results by his love of fine buildings.